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Abolition of Bridge Tolls (Scotland) Bill 
 
 
Introduced on: 3 September 2007 
Introduced by: John Swinney MSP (Executive Bill) 
Passed:  20 December 2007 
Royal Assent: 24 January 2008 
 
 
Passage of the Bill 
 
The Abolition of Bridge Tolls (Scotland) Bill [SP Bill 1] was introduced in the 
Scottish Parliament on 3 September 2007 by John Swinney MSP, Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth.  The Transport Infrastructure 
and Climate Change Committee was appointed as lead committee for Stage 
1.  Its report was published on 13 November 2007.  The Stage 1 debate took 
place on 15 November 2007 and Parliament voted to agree the general 
principles of the Bill by 107 votes to four, with two abstentions. 
 
There were no amendments to the Bill at Stage 2. 
 
The Bill was passed at Stage 3, following minor amendment, by 122 votes to 
three with one abstention. 
 
Provisions of the Bill 
 
The Abolition of Bridge Tolls (Scotland) Bill contained the following provisions:  
 
• Forth Road Bridge: The Bill removes the legislative basis under which 

Forth Road Bridge tolling orders are made. The Bill also removes all other 
legislative reference to these tolling powers. In addition the current bridge 
tolling Orders are revoked and the Order establishing the Forth Estuary 
Transport Authority (FETA) is amended to remove reference to tolls.  

• Tay Road Bridge: The Bill removes the legislative basis under which Tay 
Road Bridge tolling orders are made. The Bill also removes all other 
legislative reference to these tolling powers. In addition the current bridge 
tolling Orders are revoked along with the legislative requirement that 
bridge-related debt be fully repaid within 50 years of the bridge’s opening.  

• Erskine Bridge: The Bill revokes all primary and secondary legislation 
relating to the charging of tolls on the Erskine Bridge.  

 
Parliamentary Consideration 
 
The Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee took Stage 1 
evidence on the Bill between September and November 2008.  Based on 
evidence taken, the Committee made recommendations which included: 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/reports-07/trr07-01-00.htm


 

• The Scottish Government should undertake full consultation with 
stakeholders prior to the introduction of any Executive Bill 

• Full consideration should be given to the environmental impacts of Scottish 
Government proposals even when these do not require statutory 
environmental impact assessments 

• The Scottish Government should fund any FETA and Tay Road Bridge 
Joint Board (TRBJB) expenditure associated with the abolition of bridge 
tolls 

• There should be speedy implementation of bus priority measures on 
bridge approach roads 

• The Scottish Government and, where possible, FETA and TRBJB, should 
acknowledge the impact of the proposals on bridge staff to ensure staff are 
redeployed.  Where this is not possible staff should be supported in finding 
new jobs and/or accessing training 

• Individual transport policy decisions should be integrated with the National 
Transport Strategy 

 
There were no amendments to the Bill at Stage 2.  The Parliament agreed to 
two amendments at Stage 3, proposed by David McLetchie MSP, which 
prevents any bridge authority from promoting a road user charging scheme (a 
different mechanism from bridge tolling allowed under the provisions of the 
Transport (Scotland) Act 2001) for use of any road carried by a bridge under 
their jurisdiction. 
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